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President’s Message 
Scott Powell, 2013 – 2014 HCTM President 

 

Aloha.  I hope that the year has gone well for 
everyone and there is time to relax and reflect over the past 
year.  My hope is that your Hawaii Council of Teacher of 
Mathematics board and organization has been able to help 
you in small or big ways navigate the difficult task of 
teaching and learning mathematics.   The board is already 
thinking about next year and what kinds of events we 
should be planning.  I think that it is important to think 
about your practice in a very reflective way.   
   

In this letter you will find the names of the board 
members for your 2014-2015 HCTM board and a short 
profile.  I hope that everyone has a wonderful summer.  
Thank you all for your hard work and support of HCTM 
this year. 
 
 

Sincerely Yours 
Scott 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Have another event you think others in our community would like to know about? 
Feel free to submit interesting websites and articles as well!    

Email egabriel@sacredhearts.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calendar of noteworthy events: 
 
Exploring Common Core Topics in High School Mathematics with TI-Nspire™  Technology 
  June 16 – 18, 2014   Kapolei High School 
 
Aligning Math Curricula with Common Core Standards 
  July 7 – 10, 2014   Kailua High School 
 
College Preparatory Mathematics: Core Connections Workshop 
  July 14 – 18, 2014   Sacred Hearts Academy 
 
HCTM Spring Conference 
  February 28, 2015   Kaiser High School 

TI-Nspire Summer Workshop 
 
Exploring Common Core Topics in 
High School Mathematics with TI-
NspireTM Technology 
 
Learn about the TI-Navigator System that 
wirelessly connects a class set of calculators to 
send, receive and present right from the student 
seat’s.  Explore how to use this system to 
gather formative assessment instantly from 
your class.   Explore topics in the Common 
Core State Standards that encourage student 
interaction and discussion about higher level 
topics in mathematics. 
 
When: June 16-18, 2014 from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Location: Kapolei High School 
Cost: $350 (includes a TI-Nspire CX calculator 
(CAS or Non-CAS) and a CD that contains the 
corresponding teacher software).   
Cost is $300 without the equipment. 
 
For more information or to register visit 
http://education.ti.com/en/us/pd 
 

Math/Science Teachers and Their 
Students 

Summer Institute 2014 
Aligning Mathematics Curricula 

with Common Core Standards 
 

Instructor:  Sister Alice Hess, I.H.M., Ph.D. 
 

The Summer Institute 2014 is a four-day 
professional development program for high school 
and community college teachers of 
mathematics/science who would like help 
implementing the Common Core Standards with a 
view to leading students to higher order thinking. 
Current college students who are mathematics or 
science majors and working toward a teaching 
degree will also benefit tremendously.  Space 
permitting, high school teachers are encouraged to 
bring with them one or two highly motivated 
juniors who have successfully completed Algebra 
II.  Director Winona Oato is working on the 
possibility of earning graduate credit &/or 
Professional Development credit hours. 
 

Kailua High School TC Portable 
451 Ulumanu Drive  

Monday-Thursday, July 7-10, 2014  
8:30 – 2:30 p.m. 

See the attached flier for more information 



2014 HCTM Conference a Huge Success 
 
The HCTM Conference on March 1, 2014 was a huge success, drawing more than 
230 participants.  We are grateful to Dr. Cottrell, the faculty, students, and staff of 
‘Iolani School for allowing us to use their beautiful facility. 
 

We would especially like to recognize and 
thank David Masunaga, the speakers, 
exhibitors, raffle prize donators, and HCTM Board members for 
helping to make the conference a success.             
 
The participants enjoyed the workshop sessions and went home, excited 
to try some of the new ideas learned in their classrooms. 
 
Look forward to joining us again at our next HCTM conference.  For 
information about summer workshops, please visit www.hctm.org. 

 
2012 Presidential Award in Excellence In Mathematics Teaching Recipient 
 
Laura Fukumoto, the 2012 Presidential Award in Excellence in Math 
Teaching recipient, was educated in Hawaii’s public schools, Farrington 
High School, and the University of Hawaii.  With a down-to-earth and 
warm personality, Laura has taught at Aliamanu Elementary School for 
40 years, winning the hearts of her students.   
 
Laura shares that during her student teaching, her mentor advised her 
that she didn’t have what it takes to be a teacher because she floundered 
in her classroom management.  She confused being “firm” and being 
“mean”.  Then she met Mrs. Lillian Sodetani, a Beginning Teacher 
Supervisor, who inspired her with a passion for teaching.  And that 
passion has never stopped growing. 
 
Laura believes that math is an important portal to teach kids how to THINK and VISUALIZE.  Laura, a 
National Board Certified teacher since 2003, makes abstract math concepts easy to SEE, TOUCH and 
LEARN.  Laura has mentored over 60 candidates for the NBC process.  Her passion and dedication is 
evident in her work with teachers. 
 
Laura, an advocate of Singapore Math, has in-serviced 5 schools and given numerous workshop 
presentations at HCTM Conferences and Mini-conferences.   
 
Laura and her husband, Dennis, of 46 years have raised 3 boys.  Two of their boys were adopted from birth 
and the third was a hanai son, who was expelled from Moanalua High School.  Their son, Daniel, is an 
elementary school teacher at Aliamanu Elementary; Jonathan is a Crew Chief Instructor for the Hawaii Air 
National Guard, and their hanai son, Michael, is serving in Afghanistan as a CH-47 Chinook pilot. 
 
Congratulations to Laura Fukumoto!  A well-deserving recipient of the Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Mathematics Teaching. 

 
 
 
 



Hawaii Council of Teachers of Mathematics Board Members for 2014 - 2015 
 
 
President 
 
Scott Powell 
Over the years I have had the privilege of teaching High School (11 years), Community College (1 year) 
and Middle School (15 years). I have worked as a research associate at the University of Hawaii on a High 
School Math project, been a math coach for Oahu Math League at various schools and served on the board 
of HCTM as a Vice President Elect and your President for the past few years. I look forward to working 
with my fellow board members to provide you with high quality professional development in the 21st 
century during a time of great change both in the profession and technology.  
 
Vice President 
 
 
Vice President elect (Conference Chair)  
 
Dr. Lorraine Baron 
Dr. Lorraine Baron is an Assistant Professor in Mathematics Education at the College of Education, 
Institute for Teacher Education at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa where she engages in research and 
teaching. Dr. Baron works to make mathematics more accessible through her research in teachers’ beliefs 
and practices, her community work in quantitative and financial literacies and through the design and 
implementation of equitable pedagogical tasks and assessment practices with teachers in practice.  Website:  
http://www2.hawaii.edu/~baronl/Dr._Lorraine_M_Barons_Website/Dr._Lorraine_M_Baron.html 
 
 
Secretary 
 
Jody-Lynn Storm 
I have taught mathematics at Windward Community College for the past six years. As an HCTM member I 
have taken full advantage of the professional development opportunities provided and am honored to 
support this wonderful organization in its continued service of Hawaii’s educators 

 
Treasurer  
 
Michael Ida  
I am a National Board Certified Teacher who has been teaching at Kalani High School for the past eighteen 
years where I have taught classes ranging from General Math to Advanced Placement Calculus, and where I 
continue to serve as Department Head, Oahu Mathematics League team coach, and National Honor Society 
advisor. I am currently a member of NCTM as well as the Mathematical Association of America, American 
Mathematical Society, and Society for Industrial and Applied Mathematics. I have also served as secretary 
for my church’s parish vestry and am honored to have the privilege of supporting my colleagues and fellow 
educators through an organization which we can truly call our own, and through which we have the 
potential to improve not only the lives of our students, but the dignity of our profession and the stature of 
the mathematical sciences as well. 
 
 

 
 
 



Elementary Director  
 
Middle School Director  
 

High School Director  
 
Laura-Ann Nagata 
I am a teacher at Roosevelt High School.  I have taught for the D.O.E. for 18 years.  Most of my career has 
been teaching Algebra 1 and Geometry, all of it at the high school level.  I have served on the HCTM board 
since 2009 as the High School Director.  I would like to help provide professional development 
opportunities for the secondary teachers in our state by highlighting our local talent.  I hope to host another 
conference at Roosevelt for secondary teachers (middle and high school.)  If you have suggestions for topics 
or are willing to speak, please send me a quick email so that I may contact you. 
 
2 year College Director  
 
Jean Okumura 
I have taught at Windward Community College for the past 34 years. I believe that HCTM provides 
teachers of mathematics with a wonderful opportunity to engage in professional development and 
networking. I enjoy the opportunity to help this organization provide activities to enhance the teaching and 
learning of mathematics and hope that I can continue to do so for another year. 
 
4 year College Director 
 
Linda Furuto 
Dr. Linda Furuto is an Associate Professor of Mathematics Education at the University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa. Prior to joining the UHM ‘Ohana, Dr. Furuto was an Associate Professor of Mathematics, Head of 
Mathematics and Science, and Founder of the Mathematics Center at the University of Hawai‘i – West 
O‘ahu. Dr. Furuto completed her Ph.D. at UCLA, master’s degree from Harvard University, and bachelor’s 
degree from BYU. Over the past 15 years, Dr. Furuto has been a Visiting Scholar of Mathematics at the 
University of Tokyo, worked as a research-practitioner in the Boston public school system, consulted at the 
U.S. Department of State, and taught mathematics and music at the Technical College in Fiji. She recently 
received the Pacific Business News’ Top Forty Under 40 Award in 2010, University of Hawai‘i Board of 
Regents Medal for Excellence in Teaching in 2012, and is participating in Hōkūle‘a’s Worldwide Voyage 
from 2013-2017.  She is deeply grateful for the opportunity to currently serve as HCTM Four Year College 
Director, support mathematics education across the State of Hawai'i, and is honored to continue in this role 
in 2014-2015. 
 
Membership Director 
 
Deborah Kula 
I am currently the Math Department Chair at Sacred Hearts Academy.  I am a strong supporter of the 
professional development opportunities and collaborative activities offered by HCTM.  I have served on the 
HCTM board in the past as High School Director and President and am honored to continue service to the 
mathematics community in Hawaii. 

 


